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7 DESCRIPTION -
{Check One)

CONDITION Excallant [} Good F Foir [ Deteriorated [_] Ruins D Unexposed [:]

(Check One) {Check One)

INTEGRITY Altered [ Unaltered [ Moved (7] Original Site K)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bell Tower in Capitol Square is a simple yet pleasing Federal-style
composition. It is a square, three-story brick struecture with one bay

on each of its sides. Above the first floor on each side, the tower
features a wide recessed arch in which is set a rectangular window with

a round window above, Crowning the tower is a simple cornice and a
domed, arcaded octagonal belvedere, surrounded by a wooden balustrade,
which houses the bell. Except for some repointing of the brickwork and
the replacement of the balustrade, the Bell Tower has remained relatively
unchanged since it was first erected.
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STATEMENT OF $IGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etlc.)

The Capitol Square Bell Tower was erected in 1824 by Levi Swain to replace
an earlier wooden one. It was originally built as a guardhouse for the
Public Guard as well as a signal tower for emergencies and meetings. On
April 21, 1861 the bell rang to report the Federal gunboat "Pawnee”
approaching the city, and again on February 7, 1864 it sounded the alarm
for Dahlgren's Raid. The present bell in the tower dates from 1933.

The Bell Tower is a pleasing design in itself, and its particular location
in Capitol Square makes it an effective focal point for the end of
Franklin Street. '

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE




R B!BL[OGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

MAJO
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Press of Virginia, 1968.
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NAME AND TITLE:
Staff, Virginia Historic landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION OATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission April 23, 1969

STREET AND NUMRER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN: STATE . CODE

Richmond _ Vlrglnla 45
" NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaisan Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set [ﬁ» ’”/,. ;Y L._.{"*’L/ ( / AA ,;/,« Jl
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
Chief, Office of Archeclogy and Historic P(serva ion

JUN 11 1968
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v Keeper of The National Registgr

Date _ May 20, 1969 pate JUN 11 1968

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State [X Local [

Name €€Qw(? m&é&“o.aa_ Q-LAL)}K o .

Dr., Edward P. Alexander, airman
Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm.
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